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Here's the Obama ad-
ministra tion's plan f or
emptying out Guanta-
namo, as I understand it:
Take each prisoner out of
his cell. Gi ve him a person-
al apology, a big kiss and
an AK-47. Then hand him a
free airline tic ket good for
any destination in the
continental United Sta tes.

Maybe I've got one or
two details wrong, but I'm
having tr ouble thinking
clearly . That's because I'v e

been listening to politicians who ha ve re-
sponded to the news of Gitmo's pending
closur e with disconcerting shrieks of panic .

Senate Republican leader Mitch McCon-
nell (R-Ky.) was beside himself upon hearing
Defense Secretary R ober t Gates tell a Sena te
committee that the P enta gon might need to
transfer 100 inmates to American soil. ªT he
administra tion,º announced McConnell,
ªneeds to tell the American people how it will
keep the ter rorists at Guantanamo out of our
neighborhoods and off of the ba ttlefield.º

How on ear th could that be done? Hmmm.
Maybe by locking them up in grim b uildings
replete with iron bars and concertina wir e.
Same way, in other w ords , it k ept accused
terr orists Jose P adilla and Ali al-Mar ri out of
our neighborhoods and off the ba ttlefield.

They w ere confined in a U.S. Navy brig in
Char leston, S.C. Tha t city has had the occa-
sional mur der, but none of them was commit-
ted by agents of Osama bin Laden. I'm will-
i ng to wa ger a week's salary that if some
Gitmo alumni end up ther e, they will ha ve

zero effect on the crime ra te.
But none of this is going to k eep Repub-

l icans from opposing the r elocation of the
prisoners to the United Sta tes. They ar e
advised that the issue will help them with
voters , who don't want to ha ve to worry
about cutting off Khalid Sheikh Mohammed
in traf fic.

ªThis issue is at the intersection of good
polic y and good politics,º R epublican pollster
Glen Bolg er explained to P olitico . ªAll in
favor of having Gitmo ter rorists housed in
your cong ressional district, raise your hand.
WhoaÐno hands go up!º

Sen. Kit Bond (R-Mo .), in the par ty's
weekl y radio address Sa turday , raised the
possibility the detainees might be coming to
ªa halfway house in Missouri.º To head of f
such thr eats, Republicans ha ve intr oduced
ªThe Keep Terr orists Out of America ActºÐ
whic h would forbid the president from mo v-
ing the inmates to any state without first
getting a pprov al from the go ver nor and the
legislature . It seems like only y esterday
conservativ es were intent on upholding the
powers of the commander in chief a gainst
encroac hment by 535 armc hair g enerals . I'm
trying to imagine the reaction if, after the
Sept. 11, 2001, attacks , Democrats had pr o-
posed legisla tion requiring the president to
get a state's consent to send its Na tional
Guar d troops to Iraq. 

But some people can't be bothered with
consistenc y when the stakes are so high. Sen.
Pat Rober ts (R-Kan.), is apoplectic at the
possibility some of the ca ptiv es might be
migra ting to Ft. Lea venworth in his sta te.
This option, he lamented, would mean locals
would ha ve to ªshare their community ...
with ter rorists .º Not only that, he said, but it
would make their town a target for ter rorists
the wor ld over. ªMoving such a facility to
hometo wn, USA will r equir e security bey ond
reality ,º said R oberts.

From listening to R oberts , you might think
he's going to be running into them at Home
Depot. I don't ha ve inside inf orma tion, b ut
I 'm guessing the inmates would be b unking
not at the Super 8 but at the maximum-secu-
r ity prison at Ft. Lea venworth.

As for his w or ries about attracting ter ror-
i sts, here is the interesting thing about Ft.
Leavenwor th: It's a U.S. Ar my base. With
some effor t, I can imagine a squad of Al
Qaeda opera tiv es being able to enter the
country , obtain w eaponry and seize a vul-
nerab le detention f acility . But a ttac k a mil-
i tary installation crawling with soldiers in
hopes of springing their buddies? I suspect
that would play out like the ending of ªButc h
Cassidy and the Sundance Kid.º

Terr orists coming soon to my neighbor-
hood? Thanks for the warning. I'll pass it on
to Unabomber T heodor e Kaczynski when I
see him at the g ym.
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Har ry P otter was the last stra w. Fan as I
am of anything that promotes reading b y
childr en, the tic ket prices for ªHar ry
Potter : The Exhibition,º consider ed a
coup and a sur e-fir e summer hit for the
Museum of Science and Industry, made
me gag. 

It seems this exhibit is more about the
parapher nalia than the science and tec h-
nology of the popular Potter films. Most
definitely , it's about filling the museum's
coffers . A f amil y of four will ha ve to cough
up a staggering $90 to visit, and tha t's
without parking or food. For a museum on
Chica go Park District land tha t prides
i tself on serving all people, that is aston-
ishing. 

Still, let's not lay this new phenomenon
solel y at the feet of the South Side in-
stitution. A class divide is emerging
among Chicago museums. 

For me, this ugliness started years a go
with the Museum of Science and Industry .
Slap me for my nostalgia but I am a South
Sider who g rew up across the street fr om
that museum and fondl y recall the man y
hours of free after -school r ecreation it
offered the di verse residents of W oodlawn,
Hyde Park and K enwood. 

But those days are gone. Many of the
museums on Park District land now plan
to make it near ly impossible for lo w-in-
come elementary and high school stu-
dents to visit during their summer v aca-
tions . 

I r un Cool Clas-
sics! , a book-based
art-and-culture
after-sc hool pr o-
gram in Chica go
public elementary
schools . When I
went seeking places
for my students to
explor e during their
vacations , I disco v-
ered that some of
the major museums
will not offer fr ee
admission during
the day over the summer .

Consider this: When the Chicago Pub lic
Schools year ends June 12, elementary
students will not be a ble to visit for fr ee
the Field Museum, the Adler Planetari-
um, the Museum of Science and Indus-
tryÐbecause none offer free days until
September . Let's call them the T rul y Mi-
serl y Museum Cor ps. 

Then there's the Slightly More Bene vo-
lent Museum Cor ps. While many of these
giv e free admission to c hildr en, they can't
go unaccompanied and special exhibi-
tions can r equir e tic kets . This g roup
includes the Shedd Aquarium, w hich,
cour tesy of F ord Motor Co ., will w elcome
the poor and tired to it shores June 12 to
19, but not a gain until late Se ptember.
A lso in this g roup is the Chicago Chil-
dren's Museum, w hic h, thanks to T arget,
offers three free hours on T hursday
nights , two ªT arg et Free First Sunda ysº
and two ªT arg et Free Second Monda ysº
all summer. The Art Institute, a gain
cour tesy of T arg et, offers four free hours
on T hursda y and F rida y nights fr om
Memorial Day through Labor Da y. 

Gra teful as one must be to corporate
sponsors like T arg et and Ford, fr ee eve-
ning hours don't do much for parents w ho
have their hands full of energetic c hildren
all day or for parents who w ork at night.

The Art Institute's new Modern W ing,
fortunately , houses the spectacular Ryan
Education Center, a c hildr en's f acility
that is free to all and has a f amil y room, a
l ibrary , exhibitions, c lassr ooms and ar t-
making acti vities . Visitors can also cr oss
the Nichols Bridg eway fr om Millennium
Park and visit the new wing's Bluhm
Sculptur e Terrace f or fr ee. All this is
wonderful but it doesn't get our young-
sters in front of Georges Seura t's ªA Sun-
day on La Grande J atte ºor Ren• Ma-
gritte's ªTime T ransfixedº or K erry
James Marshall's ªMan y Mansions .º on a
sunn y day.

Befor e bleakness pr evails , here's some
good news: A small corps of museums ,
i ronicall y those on city streets ra ther
than park g reens, welcome visitors f or
free at least one day each week. Let's call
them the Community-Minded Museum
Cor ps and commend them for their com-
mitment to making museums accessib le
to all. This cohort includes the Museum of
Contemporary Ar t, whic h is free e very
Tuesday and offers free Tuesday acti vities
for childr en; the National Museum of
Mexican Ar t, whic h is free all year; and
the Spertus Museum, w hic h has the f abu-
lous new J oyce and Avr um Gray and
Famil y Children's Center, designed by the
puppet geniuses at Redmoon T heater , and
offers two free hours on W ednesday mor n-
ings and four on T hursda y after noons,
despite a cutback in hours. 

I find myself cheering on Ald. Ed Bur ke
(14th) as he battles the Art Institute. Wha t
star ted as his protest a gainst its 50 per-
cent tic ket increase has e volv ed into an
issue that touches our hearts as well as
our wallets. Even though there's a mo ve
afoot to gi ve Chicago residents a $2 break
on new Art Institute admission fees ,
here's to Burk e's many ef for ts to make ar t
and museums more a vailable , even if it
means in voking a 1903 city ordinance tha t
requir es the museum to offer 2� free days a
week. 

While I understand that costs are high
for all of us in this difficult econom y, mu-
seums included, it's pr ecisel y now that w e
need what museums offer most. So I tak e
hear t in the small corps that holds onto its
weekl y free da ys. These museums deserv e
our support because they value all of us. 

Mar a Tapp is a Chica go jour nalist. 
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Har ry T r uman f amousl y said of D.C.: ªIf
you want a friend in Washington, get a do g.º
It turns out that T r uman was wrong, at least
i f you go by the exper ts.

I 'm not talking about Washington, but of
dogs. And I'm not r efer ring to the first do g,

Bo, who has r eceived a ton
of attention that should
have gone to a shelter do g
as the president pr omised.
No, this is about dogs as
dogs.

And lo ve.
As traditional ar range-

ments dissolve in the hea t
of the present a ge, or per-
haps just under the hot
studio lights of ªOprah ,º
we are constantly told tha t
ther e are many ªkinds of
love.º Actuall y, this isn't a

new insight. But we can lea ve thatÐand the
debate over this observ ation's meaning and
utilityÐf or another da y. What rankles is not
wher e the line is being extended but w her e it
i s being withdra wn.

Until the day bef ore yesterday, figura tively
speaking, e very one understood that among
the most honora ble expressions of lo veÐa
kind of lo veÐis the r elationship betw een
man and dog. Canines w ere lovers of lear n-
ing for being a ble to distinguish friend fr om
foe, according to Pla to. Sigmund F reud ob-
serv ed that ªdogs lo ve their friends and bite
their enemies, quite unlike people, who ar e
incapab le of pure lo ve and always have to
mix lo ve and hate.º

Char les Darwin, a true secular saint of the
moder n age if ever there was one, lo ved dogs
unreservedly . And, in ªThe Descent of Man, º
he marveled at the ability of dogs to lo ve
back. He noted how e ven ªin the a gony of
death, a dog has been known to caress his
master.º

But even Darwin was a suc ker, apparently.
Chica go Trib une columnist Eric Zor n re-
centl y moc ked a local woman, Jess Craigie ,
who dove into near -freezing Lak e Mic higan
waters to sa ve her dog from dr owning. Zor n
wrote , ªNote to Jess Craigie: Your dog still
doesn't lo ve you.º

Zor n's source for this dog slander is J on
Katz, who despite his name has written most-
ly wonderful stuff about do gs. Zorn uses an

unfortuna te quote from Katz to peddle the
fashionab le notion that dogs ar e, in the
words of science writer Stephen Budiansk y
and others, ªsocial parasites.º According to
this theory, canines are e volutionary g rifters
that have fooled humans into believing they
are our friends. ªDogs de velop very str ong,
instinctiv e attac hments to the people w ho
feed and care for them,º Katz told Zor n.
ªOver 15,000 years of domestication, they'v e
lear ned to trick us into thinking that they
love us.º (In his book ªSoul of a Do g,º Katz is
far more nuanced about the na tur e of canine
affection, sug gesting a quid pro quo of f ood
for lo ve. Her e, Katz is out of the ba g.)

Look, few would dispute that dogs ar e
complica ted cr eatur es with internal li ves
that fall far short of humanlike conscious-
ness or self-awareness . And an yone who's
spent more than fi ve minutes with do gs
knows their priorities and our own dif fer
dramatically . That's part of the magic of
doggy goodness. Dogs don't care w hether
you'r e rich or famous or popular. They car e
about you. Or, in the case of my dog, Cosmo (a
shelter dog), he cares about me and a bout
maintaining an or derl y and secure perim-
eter on our b lock, as free of mail car riers,
squirrels , raccoons, f oxes, cheetahs and
wildebeests as possib le. His big gest suc-
cesses have been with the cheetahs and wil-
debeestsÐso f ar.

Here's the question reductionists like Zor n
don't ans wer : Why does canine af fection

have to be a trick or a con? After all, accor d-
ing to the very same lo gic , I love my wife and
daughter because I ha ve strong instincti ve
attac hments for them g rounded in my g enes.
But even if the genetic explanation is a bso-
lutel y tr ue, it doesn't c hang e the fact that I
love my f amily.

Why should it be dif fer ent with dogs? It's
not as if dogs ha ve a Terminator-lik e comput-
er screen inside their heads that says ªr un
fake-lov e subroutine nowº when their mas-
ters come home from w ork. Dogs don't pose
in front of the mir ror practicing their tail-
wags like lines from a script so they can
make it convincing. If it is true of any li ving
thing, it is true of dogs: They are w hat they
are. A ha ppy dog can no more be faking his
joy than a hungry lion could be faking his
appetite.

Do we r eall y want to li ve in a society in
whic h lo ve is a geneticall y mandated confi-
dence game? Where will that argument tak e
us?

Indeed, if embracing modernity means I
have to accept such unlo vel y idioc y, count me
out. I'll be else where . If you need me, just
follo w the sound of the bar king.
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Katz and dogs: No debate over man's best friend

It might be nearly impossible to c onvinc e dog o wner s that their ªbe st friendsº actually vie w
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